
 

 
48 STUNDEN NEUKÖLLN – A Festival of the Arts 
SCHATTEN / SHADOWS 
June 23 – 25, 2017
 
 
 
Press Conference and Preview 
June 20, 2017, 12 noon 
at the central exhibition “Into the Light” Ganghoferstraße 12, 5th floor, opposite Stadtbad Neukölln 
 
 
The 19th 48 STUNDEN NEUKÖLLN festival takes place between June 23 – 25, 2017, featuring 
contributions by 1,200 artists at more than 250 venues. This year's theme, at the largest 
independent festival of the arts in Berlin is “Shadows”, an invitation to embark on a journey into 
what is shaded or obscured. Around 60 project spaces and studios will also open their doors to 
visitors all over northern Neukölln then. There will be guided tours in German, English and Italian 
as well as in sign language offering glimpses into the cultural activites in the district. 
 
The festival-theme in 2017 – Shadows 
Shadows not only appear in real life, but also as metaphors: expressions like “to cast a shadow”, 
“without a shadow of doubt” and “afraid of his own shadow” are used regularly. An event can cast 
a shadow on entire epochs. People are sometimes doomed to live in the shadow of something or 
someone. New things, both good and bad, can flourish in the shadows, out of direct sight. Politics 
also has its shadowy side: populism, insecurity and instability can affect other spheres of life, too, 
like the arts and everyday life. The stark contrast between light and dark also provides ample 
formal elements in many works of art as well. 
 
Central exhibition venues 
The festival is structured decentrally, in clusters, where various works of art are shown at very 
different locations. The viewer progresses from the 4th floor below ground of a vaulted basement 
up to the 5th floor on top of a parking garage. 
 
There will be guided tours of the exhibition at the former Kindl brewery, entitled “Out of the Dark” 
in the labyrinth-like basement. Six installations using light and sound will be in the spectacular 4th 
floor vaulted cellar. Among the works on display is Janine Eggert and Philipp Ricklef's “Ghost 
Rider“, a 2 metre wide circle of smoke that moves through the space. Ulrich Vogl's “Newsroom” is 
an installation made of rotating shadows and Marc Klee's contribution consists of laser beams as 
a disorientating labyrinth. 
 
Another exhibition, on the 5th floor of the parking garage in Ganghoferstraße 12, is “Into the 
Light“; in which 48 different artists' work delve into the year's festival theme of “Shadows”, 
deconstructing it in the process. A combination of visual, performing and “urban” art are on 
display here and are all given equal attention. Among the works in this show are Luciana Salemi's 
series of black & white photograph entitled "Wo bin ich?” (where am I?) in which people appear 
as anonymous shadows wandering through public spaces. A group of 14 artists from Kaliningrad 
will show work reflecting life in that city on the edge of Europe. Sabrina Schneid's contribution 
invites viewers to interact with shadows. A show within this show is the Urban Art Festival 
“WE!48” which will be held at Alfred-Scholz-Platz with a focus on interaction and professional live 
painting. 
 
A new venue for exhibitions this year is the chapel at the St. Thomas-cemetery in the 
Körnerkiez area. Here, works of art will be presented that deal with the notion of a realm of 
shadows, life and death, as suits the location. If one goes down into the basement of the chapel, 
life-sized figures in Barbara Duisberg's “Schatten der Vergangenheit“ (shadows of the past) can 



 

be viewed. A performance that includes a video installation “Alchemy II: Verwandlung 
(metamorphisis)” by Nina Ijäs and Akin Si deals with finding a balance in a relationship between 
that which is individual and the collective. An artists' collective, s-u-ono, will present a dance 
performance in search of 'our true selves' through light and shadows. Emel Geris' series of 
paintings entitled “Memento!” bring vestiges of the past in modern symbols of vanity out from the 
shadows. 
 
Musikschiff - Dancing Shadows 
The musical boat “Spreeprinzessin“ will, as in past years, be on the canal for this special 
weekend offering concerts dealing with this year's theme as a “Dancing Shadows“ programme. 
Six acts, bands and individual artists invite audiences on an adventure in the diverse Berlin's pop 
music scene. This part of the programme begins with a contribution, that Saturday, by the Danish 
band Mono Mono offering a mix of relaxing sounds using sampling, vocals and a saxophone. 
Another contribution comes from a singer known as ENEST who enthuses audiences with her 
mix of electronic and jazzy pop. Then, that Sunday, a German-Norwegian band called “Apples in 
Space” will play their mixture of punk and rock. They'll be followed in the programme by a Berlin-
based singer/songwriter, Flonske at the guitar. BIMM (the British Irish Modern Music Institute) will 
present two concerts by Polish composer/singer MINt featuring a combination of electronic music, 
R & B, hip-hop and jazz.  
The Spreeprinzessin will depart from the quai at Wildenbruchplatz on the hour for 45-minute-long 
trips featuring a single act. Tickets for the boat trip can be purchased, for 2 € from that Saturday 
at 1 pm, directly before boarding. 
In co-operation with Reederei Riedel, BIMM (British Irish Modern Music Institute) and Noisy 
Store, with support from Musicboard Berlin GmbH 
 
 
48 STUNDEN NEUKÖLLN is a forum for artistic projects in a wide range of disciplines, representing 
the gamut of production in the city. The festival presents and supports the arts while also 
contributing to societal debate about issues that have an effect on all of us. Ever since the festival 
was established in 1999, 48 STUNDEN NEUKÖLLN has gone from strength to strength to become 
the city's largest independent festival of the arts. Works that have been created for the event 
have had an impact far beyond the borders of the district and support long-lasting interaction with 
the international arts scene.  
In 2017, 48 STUNDEN NEUKÖLLN has, once again been awarded the EFFE Label (Europe for 
Festivals, Festivals for Europe) the accolade of “Europe’s finest festivals”. 
 
The complete festival programme will be online from end of May at www.48-stunden-
neukoelln.de. 
 
48 STUNDEN NEUKÖLLN is organised and coordinated by Kulturnetzwerk Neukölln e.V. (Karl-Marx-
Str. 131, 12043 Berlin, www.kulturnetzwerk.de) 
Festival directors: Dr. Martin Steffens, Thorsten Schlenger 
 
The event is supported by the district of Neukölln, [Aktion! Karl-Marx-Straße] and Wall AG 
The main sponsor is the housing association STADT UND LAND Wohnbauten-Gesellschaft mbH. 
48 STUNDEN NEUKÖLLN has also been made possible with support from Unternehmen Neukölln / 
BIWAQ, a division of Unternehmen Neuköll. 
Additional foundations, partners and sponsors al help to make it possible for Neukölln to present 
the best it has to offer, every year, in the form of this festival of the arts. 
 
Press contact 
Giannina Herion, segeband.pr, gh@segeband.de, +49 176 62231789 
Denhart v. Harling, segeband.pr, dh@segeband.de, +49 179 4963497 


