
 

 
48 STUNDEN NEUKÖLLN – A Festival of the Arts 
SATT 
 
June 24 – 26, 2016 
 
 
The 18th edition of 48 STUNDEN NEUKÖLLN, a festival of the arts, will take place from June 24 
– 26, 2016. More than 1,200 artists will present their work at around 150 venues in Neukölln, 
focussing on this year's theme, SATT (content, satiated, satisfied) in the festival programme. 
Additionally, around 100 studios and alternative spaces will be open to the public that 
weekend. Up-and-coming artists as well as those who have been active for a while make the 
festival, the largest independent event of its kind in Berlin, a pulsing laboratory for exploring 
the potential that art has for having an impact on viewers.  
 
 
The theme in 2016 – SATT 
Wanting to be SATT (content, satiated, satisfied) is a basic human need. The word contains 
the notion of a desired yet fragile state, the need for something fundamental like nourishment 
as well as the overabundance of our 'developed' society. Everyday life is guided by 
consumption and, all too often, a positive counterbalance is difficult to find. As a result, we 
are both over-contented and yet still hungry. Inspired by the theme, SATT, and ideas that are 
part and parcel thereof, such as hunger and over-abundance, artists participating in the 
festival will delve into aesthetic, ethical, political and societal aspects of this theme. Does our 
society's supersaturation hinder potentially important progress on a societal level? Can art 
inspire a desire for expanding horizons?  
 
International networks 
Building on the experience of previous years, this year's festival will be even more dedicated 
to fostering international contacts. One example thereof is a planned performance by the 
Lithuanian dance ensemble Aura from Kaunas which will perform at the festival's opening 
ceremony in the Körnerpark. Another contribution from abroad comes from the South Korean 
Kim Whan Ki International Art Festival in the central exhibition. Representatives of 
Trekantfest from Denmark will also attend, facilitating interaction between those involved in 
both events. Guided festival tours providing insights into cultural activities in various areas of 
the district will be offered not only in German this year, but also in both English and Spanish. 
 
Special focus on sound and media art 
A focal point of this year's festival programme will be sound and media art. Students at the 
UdK's department of Sound Studies will present an exhibition of sound art entitled “Limit” 
dealing with the convergence of satiation and having too much, on view at Haus der Bildung 
(Boddinstr. 34). Antti Pussinen's Killer-Robot shoots laser beams (Hi-ReS! Berlin, 
Ganghoferstr. 10). Thomas Seher's installation, Börsenorchestrion makes sounds 
automatically out of the numbers resulting from trade on stock markets (Kutschen Schöne, 
Richardplatz 18). Avi Bohbot contributes his celebration of the cultural influences that make 
up the Mediterranean region, given the logical name “Mediterranean Frequencies”. The radio 
installation broadcasts Middle Eastern and Maghrebi sounds to the streets of Neukölln. All 
the while, Kiez.FM will dedicate 48 hours to reports, interviews and contributions by artists. 
 
  



 

The central exhibition 
Artistic contributions that make up the central exhibition, located in Vollgutlager (Rollbergstr. 
26) will deconstruct aspects of the festival's theme. Among others, Nezaket Ekici and Shahar 
Marcus will show their video performance “Salt Dinner” in which both artists, while floating in 
the Dead Sea, consume a meal that exhausts them. As both artists become increasingly 
tired, they experience the effects of taking in too much salt. Another participant in the show, 
Zofia Nierodzinska, presents her film “Sezon” about two seasonal labourers working on an 
asparagus farm near Berlin, Ewa and Renata. Once again, the Salaam-Shalom Initiative has 
put together works that delve into perspectives of the festival theme in a group show entitled 
“Hunger”: hunger for living life to the fullest, for food, for an education, for peace. This show 
within a show is also an appeal, in the form of art and discussions about art, for more 
acceptance of diversity and respect.  
 
The Wave 
The artist collective “3eck Kollektiv” will present a large-scale installation, a sculptural work 
entitled Die Welle (the wave) on the parking deck of Ganghoferstr. 10. This flowing, organic 
piece will also serve as a stage for performances, as a half pipe and as an outdoor cinema. 
 
YOUNG ARTS NK: Schlaraffenland (land of plenty) 
For the third year, 48 STUNDEN NEUKÖLLN contains a sub-festival for young people. This 
year, the theme for these events is “Schlaraffenland”, a land of plenty. More than 50 events 
present works realised for this, the only festival in the world looking at young people's 
creative output and offering a wide range of activities expressly for young people and 
families.  
Made possible with support from the district council of Neukölln, department for children and 
youth, STADT UND LAND and the Neukölln Arcaden shopping centre 
 
Musikschiff. Hungry Beats 
The “Spreeprinzessin” will offer musical journeys along the Landwehrkanal during the festival 
weekend on the theme “Hungry Beats”. Six Berlin-based bands and solo artists will perform 
music dealing with the theme in the form of 45-minute long concerts, making the most of the 
unique acoustic that the canal offers. That Saturday, Montag Mania from Sweden will play 
guitar-pop with Afro, Electro and tropical influences, followed by a Franco-German, all female 
band, Laisse Moi from Neukölln and a Canadian solo musician, Stephen Paul Taylor who 
plays synthie-pop with 1980s influences. Then, that Sunday, a composer with roots in 
Romania, Mischa Blanos will play neo-classical piano music, followed by a Danish singer-
songwriter, Flemming Borby on the guitar and Barbara Morgenstern, who hails from Berlin. 
In co-operation with Reederei Riedel, BIMM (British Irish Modern Music Institute) and Noisy 
Store and with additional support from Musicboard Berlin GmbH 
 
 
Opening Ceremonies on June 24, 2016 
 
11 am: Opening of the festival of Young Arts NK 
Speaker: Falko Liecke, district councillor for Youth and Health in Neukölln 
at Kinder- und Jugendzentrum Lessinghöhe (Mittelweg 30, 12053 Berlin) 
 
7 pm: Opening of 48 STUNDEN NEUKÖLLN 
Speakers: Dr. Franziska Giffey, District Mayor of Neukölln and Jan-Christopher Rämer, 
District councillor for Education, Schools, Culture and Sports in Neukölln 
at Galerie im Körnerpark (Schierker Str. 8, 12051 Berlin) 
 
9 pm: Opening of the Central exhibition 
at Vollgutlager (Rollbergstr. 26, 12053 Berlin) 



 

48 STUNDEN NEUKÖLLN is a forum for artistic projects from the diverse art scene in Berlin 
today with a focus on presenting art dealing with societal issues. Since the festival was 
established in 1999, 48 STUNDEN NEUKÖLLN has become the largest festival of the arts in 
Berlin. Works of art that have been realised here serve as beacons beyond the limits of the 
district, facilitating interaction between artists, both here and internationally. In 2015, 48 
STUNDEN NEUKÖLLN was awarded the EFFE Label 2015-2016 (Europe for Festivals, 
Festivals for Europe) title of being one of “Europe’s finest festivals”. 
 
48 STUNDEN NEUKÖLLN is organised and co-ordinated by Kulturnetzwerk Neukölln e.V.  
(Festival directors: Dr Martin Steffens, Thorsten Schlenger) 
www.48-stunden-neukoelln.de 
 
Supported by the Neukölln district council, BIWAQ and [Aktion! Karl-Marx-Straße] 
Main Sponsor: STADT UND LAND Wohnbauten-Gesellschaft mbH 
Various foundations and sponsors also assure that Neukölln can present itself at its best 
every year during the festival.  
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