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Festival 48 Stunden Neukölln with new management team 
 
48 Stunden Neukölln, Berlin’s largest independent arts festival, has a new management team 
since this year: Sharmila Sharma and Siri Ermert are organising the festival together with the 
curatorial team including Canberk Akçal, Laura Awad, Viviana Medina, Sadaf Vasaei and Elif 
Yildirim. For the coming editions, they will develop new formats successively. The festival team 
aims to expand the previous focus on art in public space, including the established format of the 
highly visible “Signals”. The new team’s main concern is to strengthen the decentralised structure 
of the festival, which takes place throughout North Neukölln, in order to provide the artists 
working here with optimal conditions for presenting their work. Another focus of the activities will 
be the dismantling of barriers in general and a more diverse concept and participitation of the 
festival. For this reason, there are already plans this year for increased cooperation with various 
initiatives and event formats in Neukölln and beyond, including the IÇ IÇE Festival for new 
Anatolian Music and the arts education programme Ubuntus e.V., which focuses on political 
contemporary art and, among other things, the topic of “access to the art sector”. International 
partnerships such as the collaboration with the Danish Trekant Festival, which has been in place 
since 2017, are to be continued. 
 
During the 48 hours of the festival between 24 and 26 June, around 200 artistic projects will be 
on display, all dealing with this year’s festival theme “Kafayı yemek / I am going to eat my head 
off”. Kafayı yemek is one of the most used sayings in the Turkish language. It translates to “to eat 
one’s head off”. The phrase can be used as a strong, unexpected reaction in dramatic moments. 
It is an emotional response to an overwhelming situation – positive or negative, for example: 
“Kafayı yicem, the sea looks incredible today, what a beauty! (I am going to eat my head off!),” or: 
“Kafayı yicez, we can’t take it anymore! (We’re going to eat our heads off!)”. As a way of 
questioning the moment at hand, its use in daily life is versatile. The artists participating in the 
festival have been inspired by this theme to make contributions in a wide variety of genres, from 
visual art to performances, music and theatre. 
 
The new management team and the curators introduce themselves on the festival’s Instagram 
account: instagram.com/48stundennk 
 
Further information: 48hnk.de 
 
48 Stunden Neukölln is organized and coordinated by Kulturnetzwerk Neukölln e. V.  
(Karl-Marx-Str.131,12043 Berlin, kulturnetzwerk.de) 
Festival directors: Sharmila Sharma, Siri Ermert 
 
Supported by the Senate Department for Culture and Europe and the District Office of Neukölln 
Main sponsors: STADT UND LAND Wohnbauten-Gesellschaft mbH, Wall GmbH, boesner 
GmbH, Fernheizwerk Neukölln AG 
 



 

The Department of Culture supports the ArtSpaceLabs with a grant. 
The [Aktion! Karl-Marx-Straße] supports activities and projects around the Karl-Marx-Straße. 
Further foundations, partners, and sponsors contribute to the fact that Neukölln is able to present 
itself at its best every year with this art festival. 
 
 
About the festival 
48 Stunden Neukölln is a forum for artistic projects of all sections of the Berlin art scene. The 
festival presents and promotes art that contributes to and reflects on current social issues. Since 
its foundation in 1999, 48 Stunden Neukölln has established itself as Berlin’s largest free art 
festival with its exemplary character. The artistic works created here act as impulses far beyond 
Berlin-Neukölln, take a standpoint on questions of society as a whole, and promote a lasting 
exchange with the international art scene. 
 
The Berlin Senate Department for Culture and Europe has included the festival in its list of events 
relevant to urban politics and supports it as part of the Festival Fund since 2018. The funding was 
awarded in 2019 for the period 2020–23, and gives the festival the possibility of long-term 
planning for the first time in its history. 
 
Since 2015, 48 Stunden Neukölln has been awarded the EFFE label (Europe for Festivals, 
Festivals for Europe) as one of “Europe’s finest festivals”. 
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